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“Despite their young age,
fresh and full of energy, 

the Milano Saxophone Quartet
play with incredible refi nement”

(MITO Settembre Musica)

“Despite their young age,
fresh and full of energy, 

the Milano Saxophone Quartet
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Members

Damiano Grandesso/soprano sax
Stefano Papa/alto sax
Massimiliano Girardi/tenor sax 
Livia Ferrara/baritone sax

Biography

The Milano Saxophone Quartet has been present on the international music scene since 
2010. Thanks to their studies, under the guidance of the most famous Professors in 
France, Austria and Italy, they have developed and refi ned virtuosity, combined with a 
musicality that is 100 per cent made in Italy and today everywhere appriciated.
The Quartet has played in numerous concert halls, such as: Teatro Civico in Alghero, 
Teatro Ristori in Verona, Teatro Dell'Arte in Milan, Teatro Vittoria in Turin, Belgrade 
Philharmonic Hall, Teatro Civico in Schio, Teatro Secci in Terni, Teatro Comunale in 
Vicenza, Teatro Zandonai in Rovereto and Filarmonica in Trento.
The Milano has been guest of prestigious institutions such as MITO Settembre Musica, 
Musica Riva Festival, Alpen Classica Festival, Opera Estate, Società del Quartetto di 
Milano, Società del Quartetto di Vicenza, Società del Quartetto di Vercelli, Palazzo Marino 
in Musica, Lake Como Festival, Temporada de Musica da camera UTEM (Chile), Chile 
Saxfest, Vienna Saxfest, Musica Riva Festival, Associazione Filarmonica Umbra, Long lake 
Festival (Switzerland).
In 2020-21 the quartet was on tour around Europe. Thi experience took them to perform 
in Montenegro, Serbia, Slovenia, Croatia, Portugal, Spain, France, Switzerland, Austria 
and the Republic of San Marino.
In its fi rst two recordings , the quartet, gave a new voice to composers and musical styles 
apparently not familiar and historically far away from the timbre of the saxophone. The 
group recorded the album Musica Ficta for ARS produktion (Germany) and Rispetti e 
Strambotti for Azzurra Music (Italy). With his latest album Skylines (Ambiente Audio - 
Germany), the quartet has gone through an intimate search for the sound’s colours, giving 
also its contribution in creating a new repertoire for this instrument.
 They actively collaborates in crossover projects with Antonella Ruggiero, Giorgia 
Antonelli (Strappatempo) and the Sasso Rosso Choir.

The Milano Saxophone Quartet also plays D'Addario and is Selmer and LefreQue artist.
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Skylines
▶ Guillermo Lago (1960)
 Ciudades (2011-2015) 

▶ Pepito Ros (1965)
 Tre quadri (2020)

▶ Maarten De Splenter (1984)
 Milano suite (2020)

Lines that defi ne horizons, horizons of light outlined by sounds, sounds tenderly 
shadowy and ardently bright. A new light. A virgin spectrum of sound. A careful 
journey of the Milano Saxophone Quartet into the soul of its instruments. First a thin 
line and then a fi rm groove, tracing a new voice, a new light, a new horizon.

Ciudades - Guillermo Lago
Ciudades (Cities) is a collection of six short compositions, an album of six pictures 
that enclose and synthesise in music the sounds, feelings and emotions of the 
cities that have taken on a special meaning for Guillermo Lago over the years.

Tre quadri – Pepito Ros
In the piece “Tre Quadri”, dedicated to the Milano Saxophone Quartet, the 
composer tries to describe each painting through emotional atmospheres that aim 
to transport the listener into the musical world he has imagined. Ros accompanies 
the listener through a perceptive process full of romantic emotions, echoes of 
distant memories enveloped in dreamy atmospheres, moments of doubt and hope, 
relational tensions, nostalgia, resignation, and the struggle for an ideal of freedom.

Milano suite – Maarten De Splenter
Milano Suite for saxophone quartet is dedicated to the Milano Saxophone Quartet. 
Its history dates back to 2009, when the piece - which at the time consisted of 
three short movements - was noticed by the Milano Saxophone Quartet who fell 
in love with the melody of the 'Lento Dolente' very much. Meaningful expressivity 
and lively rhythm were the point of contact between the group and the composer, 
the beginning of a friendship and collaboration that led MSQ and De Splenter to 
extend, fi nish, record and fi nally publish this piece.

Program
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Metamorphosis
▶ Aleksandr Konstantinovič Glazunov (1865 – 1936)
 Saxophone quartet op. 102 (1932)

▶ Antonín Dvořák (1841 – 1904) / Carmelo Emanuele Patti (1985)
 Slavonic dances op. 46 and op. 72 (1878 – 1886)

Presenting this project, the Milano Saxophone Quartet leads the public through a 
real Metamorphosis. The audience realizes the quartet’s sound-transformation, 
which shows, through the performance and the diff erent styles, one of its main 
idiomatic characteristics i.e. the fl exibility.
The program begins with the “Quatuor op. 102” by A. Glazunov, which in its history 
already presents the fi rst metamorphosis. The composer, in fact, discovers the 
saxophone in a jazz club in Paris. It’s only when he listened the “Quatuor de la 
garde républicaine” that he decided to write for this chamber group.
Glazunov was impressed by the ductility of the instrument and he described it with 
such interesting words: “I hardly believe that this is the same instrument we can 
listen in the Jazz music. The purity and sweetness of the sound wonders me!”
The program leaves us with the last metamorphosis: the “Slavonic Dances” by 
Dvorak. These are the clear testimony of how the folk music has developed in 
according to gain a very important role in the classical music repertoire.

Metamorphosis
▶ Aleksandr Konstantinovič Glazunov (1865 – 1936)

Saxophone quartet op. 102 
▶ Antonín Dvořák (1841 – 1904) / Carmelo Emanuele Patti (1985)

Slavonic dances op. 46 and op. 72 

Program
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Musica Ficta
▶ Giuseppe Verdi (1813 – 1901) / Alberto Di Priolo (1987) –
 String quartet in E minor (1873)

▶ Giacomo Puccini (1858 – 1924)
 Crisantemi (1890)

▶ Gian Francesco Malipiero (1882 – 1973) / Pier Damiano Peretti (1974)
 Preludi autunnali (1917)

▶ Domenico Scarlatti (1685 - 1757) / Salvatore Sciarrino (1947)
 Canzoniere da Scarlatti (1998)

At the time of heightened expectations for greater philological rigour in 
publications and musical productions, the Milano Saxophone Quartet off ers a 
unique recording with arrangements of works by Gabrieli, Scarlatti/Sciarrino, 
Verdi and Puccini. Many performers study manuscripts, meticulously follow the 
original tempo markings and play on period instruments with goal to create an 
experience as close as possible to the composer’s original conception; others 
appropriate musical scores that were not originally intended for their own 
instruments. Consequently, the arrangements selected for this recording will 
seem more like recreation: not only do they show the infl uenceof the arranger but 
also that of the musician and of his or her own cultural, musical and instrumental 
background.

Musica Ficta
 Giuseppe Verdi (1813 – 1901) / Alberto Di Priolo (1987) –

String quartet in E minor (1873)

 Giacomo Puccini (1858 – 1924)
 (1890)

 Gian Francesco Malipiero (1882 – 1973) / Pier Damiano Peretti (1974)

Program
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Livia Ferrara (+33) 688 796454 
Massimiliano Girardi (+43) 699 17381994
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