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Milano Saxophone Quartet 
The Milan Saxophone Quartet was born in 2010 from the meeting of 

four young musicians from Piedmont, Veneto, Lombardy and Trentino.

“Despite their young age , fresh and full of energy, 
the Milano Saxophone Quartet play with incredible refinement”

 (MITO Settembre Musica )

Training and activities
The Milano Saxophone Quartet has been a vibrant part of the international music scene since 2010. 
Thanks to their studies under the guidance of renowned teachers in France, Austria and Italy, they de-
veloped a virtuosity and musicality that is 100% made in Italy but appreciated without frontiers. The 
Quartet have performed at the Teatro Civico di Alghero, Teatro Ristori di Verona, Teatro Dell’Arte di 
Milano, Teatro Vittoria di Torino, Belgrade Philharmonic Hall, Teatro Civico di Schio, Teatro Secci di 
Terni, Teatro Comunale di Vicenza, Teatro Zandonai di Rovereto e Filarmonica di Trento; for Festivals 
as  MITO Settembre Musica, Musica Riva Festival, Alpen Classica Festival, Opera Estate, Società del 
Quartetto di Milano, Società del Quartetto di Vicenza, Società del Quartetto di Vercelli, Palazzo Marino 
in Musica, Lake Como Festival, Temporada de Musica da camera UTEM (Cile), Cile Saxfest, Vienna 
Saxfest, Musica Riva Festival, the Associazione Filarmonica Umbra and many more.

Interested in both the classical and contemporary repertory, they have premiered and recorded works 
by composers including Mario Pagotto, Sandro Fazzolari, Maarten De Splenter, Alberto Schiavo and 
Giovanni Bonato.

The Quartet recorded “Musica Ficta” for the ARS label and “Rispetti e Strambotti” for Amadeus Arte; 
they are also active in crossover projects with Antonella Ruggiero, Giorgia Antonelli (STRAPPATEM-
PO) and the Coro Sasso Rosso. 

Milano Saxophone Quartet are D’Addario and Selmer artists.



Programma

MUSICA FICTA
Giuseppe Verdi/Alberto Di Priolo: Quartetto in mi minore

Giacomo Puccini: Crisantemi
Gian Francesco Malipiero/ Pier Damiano Peretti: Due preludi autunnali

Domenico Scarlatti/Salvatore Sciarrino: Canzoniere da Scarlatti

IAt a time when we adhere to philological rigour in musical performance, the MSQ retain the 
capacity to surprise with their interpretations of works from di Gabrielli, Scarlatti, Sciarrino, 
Verdi and Puccini. While so many artists seek for authentic interpretations as close as possible 
to the intentions of the composer, MSQ revel in music not written for their instruments – music 
which indeed frequently pre-dates the invention of their instruments.
The transcription was originally an art form created by practical necessity – but in skilled 
hands it becomes a way of showcasing the virtuosity of the performer, pushing the to the limit 
the possibilities of each instrument. 
This exploration is the essence of MSQ. 



Programma

METAMOPHOSIS
Guillermo Lago: Ciudades 

Alexander Glazunov: Quartetto Op. 102
Antonín Dvořák: Slavonic Dances (Excerpts)

Therry Escaich: Tango Virtuoso

Performing this programme the Milano Saxophone Quartet takes the public through a profound 
metamorphosis. The listener becomes aware of the Quartet’s ability to transform sounds, their 
ease inhabiting diverse stylistic spaces - their remarkable musical flexibility.

The program opens with the “Quatuor op. 102” by Glazunov - which historically presents  a real 
metamorphosis. The composer, in fact, discovers the saxophone for the first time in a jazz club 
in Paris. It is only whilst listening to the “Quatuor de la garde républicaine” that he decided to 
write for this chamber group. Glazunov was impressed by the ductility of the instrument and he 
described it with these words: “I hardly believe that this is the same instrument we can listen in 
Jazz. The purity and sweetness of the sound amaze me!”

We move to a completely different style with Guillermo Lago’ s “Ciudades”. This is a collection of 
pieces in which every city is described by different melodies, rhythms and harmonies.

Remaining in the folk-mood Thierry Escaich’s “Tango virtuoso”, composed for the saxophone 
quartet is chamber music masterpiece that leads the instruments through an organ-like dance.

The program closes with the last Metamorphosis: the “Slavonic Dances” by Dvorak. These are 
clear testimony of how folk music has played a key role in classical music.
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